
We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in 

our prayers. We continually remember before our God 
and Father your work produced by faith, your labor 
prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.     1 Thess. 1:2 - 3  

Reflecting back upon 2011, I am astonished at all the work we 

accomplished ðwork produced by faith. Isnôt that what its all about? It 
is our faith that propels us forward. Our labors, the time and energy we 
all contribute to supporting the ministries of this church help to move 

the saving message of the gospel into our local communities of      
Centerville and Washington Township.       

 Last month, Lynn and I faithfully completed our two -year     
commitment in the Leadership Institute. There were eight weekends 
total, one per quarter. We had guest speakers who specialized in    

specific areas of ministry. There were daylong dialogues and many 
hours of prayerful discernment with pastoral leaders and our            

colleagues. And of course, we had the privilege to worship with each 
other on Sunday mornings. After the end of each session, we had an 
assignment to complete and submit to the Leadership Institute. Lynn 

and I spent many hours discussing the curriculum and how it might be 
used to improve ministry at CTK. I want to thank Lynn for her       

faithfulness and leadership to Christ and our mission here at CTK.  
It was through our participation in the Leadership Institute that 

we were able to share and equip our leadership under the faithful       

direction of Phil Nielsen, our Council President, CTKôs council members 
and our ministry chairs. Here are just a few of the things we have     

instituted: 1) a new purpose statement; 2) a new ten -year vision with 
strategic plan; 3) we hired a consultant to review our numerical trends, 

our congregationôs unique history, context and story to better          
understand our future; 4) evaluative ministry ðministry is being      
evaluated for its effectiveness; 5) personnel policy manual and job   

descriptions; 6) redeveloping our outreach programs into backdoor 
ministries; 7) year - round stewardship program that works with the   

finance ministry; 8) a new understanding of who our neighbors are ð
demographics profiles/census information to determine how to shape 
ministry. To determine what mediums of communication we might use 

to reach these people with the message of Jesus Christ; 9) we are in 
the process of strengthening our communication internally and         

externally to the community; and lastly,10) we are in the process of 
exploring new ways to interpret and evaluate our budgeting and        
finance practices. We are planning a capital campaign, the first since 

1984. All of these initiatives came out of our work in the Leadership  
Institute funded by a grant through ñThe Advancing Godôs Mission 

Foundation.ò      
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 Council Meeting Highlights 

CTK IS MOVING FORWARD  

I want to thank Bishop Holloway for his forward - thinking initiatives to increase faith, and 

synod staff, Ed Williams and Pete Rudowski for their passion for equipping and forming pastors 
to be leaders for Christôs Church. Out of all 65 synods, the Southern Ohio Synod is the only 

synod that provides a leadership program like this one and spends the financial resources to 
better equip its pastors. And especially, I want to thank our congregation for their support   
during this two -year endeavor through listening, implementing and financial support of supply 

pastors.        

As we move into 2012, I will be working closely with the council to continue the on -going 

work of implementing our strategic plan. My vision for CTK is to increase our spirituality not 
only individually but corporately ða new corporate spirituality that permeates all of our ministry    

initiatives.           

I encourage each of you to pray for us ðCTKôs leadership, as we lead our congregation 
into its new vision. Leadership is hard work but it is also extremely rewarding because we lead 

in the name of Jesus Christ ðthe anointed One. If you want to become involved in leadership, 
please call me. I would love to sit down and explore with you how God might be calling you. 
Leadership in the church is always a spiritual calling from Christ and the church and we need 

faithful leaders to carry us forward. As Paul says, ñOur endurance is inspired by hope in our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 May each us continue to be ñastonishedò at how much God loves us. And how Godôs love 

is in the midst of creating something entirely new in each of us.  

 Blessings of Christôs Peace, Joy, Faithfulness, Creativity, Discernment, Courage, Hope, 

Promise, Love and Endurance in the new yearé 

 

      

Continued from cover  

CTK is moving our vision forward. We have replaced our white board with a new flat screen 

monitor. This screen will communicate our worship services and events digitally. We owe a  

special thank you to Ed Dunn for purchasing, assembling and installing the screen for us.  

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS: There was no meeting in December. Just a reminder.  

¶ The Ministry teams are to submit their Annual Reports to Tracie by Friday, Jan 

13, 2012  to support the Annual Congregation Meeting on February 5, 2012.  
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CTK Presidentôs Corner, January, 2012  

At our Council meeting in January, weôll elect a new slate of congregational     
officers, so this is my last ñPresidentôs Corner.ò Iôve had the privilege of serving as your     

president for two years, the maximum time permitted by our Constitution. I want to thank  
everyone for their support over the last two years. Itôs been a busy and exciting time, as weôve 
adopted a new Mission Statement which laid the groundwork for a strategic plan that will take 

us    towards our vision of the future that our Mission Statement implies. I think the next    
couple of years will be especially challenging. Weôll be doing things to advance our strategic 

plan, changes will be made, money will be spent, and we wonôt yet fully see the results of our 
efforts. Our membership and ministries will surely grow, but significant increases will lag our            
investment in time and resources to implement our strategic plan. It will take a while for the 

word to get out and for CTK and its ministries to become known within the community. I pray 

that weôll all support out next president and Council in keeping us on the path weôve chosen.   

Already, there are small signs that our work is bearing fruit.  Average attendance was up in 
2011 compared to 2010. Our Stewardship emphasis last spring resulted in a majority of our 
families increasing their pledge of financial resources. We adopted a budget for 2012 with a  

significant reallocation of resources towards our Strategic Plan, and weôre planning for a Capital 
Campaign in the coming year. The number of people taking the Spiritual Gifts Inventory has 

increased. All of these things point to the work of the Holy Spirit within our congregation.  

Iôm happy to report that John Venis has stepped up to serve as our Financial Secretary,         

replacing Bill Kolb, who has performed this important ministry for many years.  Please give 
John your support as he learns the ropes of this position from Bill, and also works to transition 
our church records to a new software system. Weôre still looking for a new Congregational   

Secretary. The Secretary takes minutes of Council Meetings and is empowered to sign certain 
official documents for the Congregation. The Secretary doesnôt need to be a member of    

Council, so if you want to see how our Council operates, this is a good opportunity. Itôs        
particularly appropriate for someone who would like to serve our congregation on a regular 
schedule and has good writing skills for preparing minutes and summaries of Council meetings 

for the Krier.  

While itôs been a busy and challenging time, Iôve enjoyed my two terms as President.  I pray 

that everyone in the congregation look for a way to get personally involved in our vision and 
future direction. Whether your involvement is serving on one of our ministries, helping out with 
ñclean upò days, bringing food for potlucks, or simply praying for the success of our Vision, we 

need everyoneôs support. Working together, I know that CTKôs future will indeed be one of 

ñserving Jesus and transforming lives through faith.ò 

 

Yours in Christ, Phil Nielsen, Congregation President.  

 

 

 

CTK Presidentôs Corner  
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YOUTH NEWS 

ñWITH ALL YOUR HEARTò  
January 8 ðFebruary 12, 9:30 AM  

Fellowship Hall  
Lead by Pastor Dona  

 
ñThe exodus of the Hebrew people from Egypt to the Promised Land was more than a         

compassionate act of divine deliverance. It was Godôs calling of a people to be his `treasured 
possession,ô `kingdom of  priests,ô and `holy nationô who would put him on display for the 

whole world to see (Exodus 19:4 -6). God, in effect, took Israel as his bride, and the people 
promised to do everything God commanded. But vows do not make a marriage, and the       
Israelites would have to learn to love and obey their God.ò 

 
ñThat is what the years of discipline and testing in the desert would accomplish. God would live 

among his chosen people in the tabernacle and through that intimate relationship would mold 
and shape them to be a people who would be his faithful witnesses to the entire world.ò 
 

 January 8 ðBuild Me a Sanctuary  
 January 15 ðMaking Space for God  

 January 22 ðHe Led Them Like a Shepherd  
 January 29 ðBy Every Word ðStriking the Rock  
 February 5 ðWith All Your Might: The Final Test  

 February 12 ðA Well - Watered Garden  
 

Pick up your book in the narthex. A donation of $10.00 is suggested.  

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

CONFIRMATION CLASS BUYS FLOCK OF CHICKENS !  

No, the guys aren't going into the farming business! The Confirmation class 
(Jacob Gangwer, Brad Lewis, Ben York) gathered their own money together 

recently and sent it to Heifer International. The amount that they collected 
was enough to purchase a flock of chickens for a family in need in a foreign 
country. This family will benefit in many ways from this flock -  eggs, more 

chickens, meat, and money that they can make from selling eggs and    

chickens. What a great global outreach!  

Youth & Family Ministry  
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CTK PRESCHOOL NEWS 

H appy New Year!  May 2012 be a blessed and happy year for everyone 

here at Christ the King Lutheran Church. I hope everyone enjoyed the 
holiday season and spent time with family and friends. It is a great time to recognize and be 

thankful for everything God has provided.  

We were very busy at Preschool during the month of December. I hope many of you got a 
chance to walk down the preschool hallway and see some of our Christmas crafts. We learned 

about Christmas, both the religious and secular aspects, and presented our Christmas programs 
the 15 th  and 16 th . The four year -old children placed the Nativity figures in the manger and sang 
about each figure.  The parents enjoyed the program and the finger plays the children         

performed. The three year olds sang Christmas songs and performed finger plays for their   
parents. Parents donated cookies, beverages and paper goods for the reception after the 

Christmas program. The 2 year olds had a birthday party for Jesus their last day of school in 
December. All the children talked about the birth of Jesus and how much Jesus loves them. The 
children also participated in donating to the food pantry and had a wonderful time learning 

about the joy of giving rather than receiving.  

We are looking forward to January and all the winter fun it brings. January starts up the themes 

of ice, snow and fairy tales. We will continue learning letters, numbers and shapes. The 2 year 
olds will also have themes of ice, snow and fairy tales.  Januaryôs theme is snow. Hopefully, the 

weather will be good and we wonôt have too many snow days.  

Registration for the 2012/2013 school also begins the end of January. All families who are new 
to the preschool program need to take a tour of the facilities. Registration for currently enrolled 

families begins January 30 th . Registration begins for all previous families and CTK members 
(including grandparents) February 6 th . Registration will open to the public on February 13 th . If 

you or anyone you know is interested in a faith based, academic preschool program, please 

have them contact me. I would love to share our preschool program with them.  

Pastor Dona will be visiting with the children the weeks of January 9 rd  and 23 th . She visits with 

both the 3 and 4 year old classes. Pastor will be talking about Patience during her visits the 
week of the 9 th  and about generosity the week of the 23 rd . The children enjoy their visits with 

Pastor and look forward to them.  

The support the Preschool receives from Christ the King congregation is awesome. We are so 

grateful that you continue to pray for us. May God bless everyone in the New Year.  

 

Katie Mackoway  

Director, Christ the King Lutheran Preschool/MMO  
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Christmas Adopt -A-Family  

Thank you CTK for supporting the Christmas Adopt -A-Family.  This year was a little different 
since it was our first year supporting the Centerville School of Possibilities.  Together we made it 

a special Christmas for 2 local teens and another family with 3 small children in our             
community.   All are very thankful for your gifts and food donations during the holidays.   Many 
thanks to Chuck Hull, and Marge and Bill Kolb, for helping with the deliveries, and to Judi 

Tomlinson and Connor Price for picking up and wrapping last minute items.  

Rob Tomlinson  

THANK YOU 

WELCOME JIM BARTON ï WORSHIP LEADER 

Jim and his wife Dorothy have 6 children, 9 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. Jim comes 

to us with an illustrious career of 50 years of playing organ, directing adult and youth choirs 
and serving as the Music Director in several Lutheran churches. He and his wife have recently 

returned to the Cincinnati area where their children and grandchildren live. Although he was 
raised in the Presbyterian Church until the age of 15, he has been a Lutheran Church Organist 
for most of his career. He served his last Ohio Congregation as Organist for over 25 years, and 

also served as their Choir Director and Music Director from 1999 to 2009. He last served as  
Music Director at Advent Lutheran in Augusta, Georgia.  

 
As Music Director, he was responsible for overseeing the entire Music Department, including the 
Handbell Choir, Childrenôs Handbells, Vocal Soloists, Ensembles, instrumentalists as well       

directing the 20 member Cancel Choir. He provided assistance and accompaniments for      
everyone as needed. He also has a home recording studio where he can develop and produce 

CD accompaniment tracks as needed.  
 
Jim is familiar with a variety of Liturgical Settings as well as hymns in both Traditional and  

Contemporary Music Styles. He is a graduate of Erie Conservatory of Music with four years of 
Classical and Theatre Pipe Organ Instruction, Classical Piano Studies with Dean Schlosser, Erie 

Conservatory Graduate and Liturgical Church Organ Studies with Dr. Howard Marsh, Dean of 
Music, Fredonia State College  

 
In addition to his church musician positions, Jim has 10 years experience in radio and television 
broadcasting, several years traveling nationwide as a Product Specialist for the Baldwin Piano & 

Organ Company and many years as a Theatre Pipe Organist, performing concerts, silent movie 
accompaniments, etc.  

 
Please introduce yourself to Jim. If you need to contact him, e -mail him at 
Jbart10@roadrunner.com  or you can contact him at church on Tuesdays from 10 AM  ï 2 PM or 

Thursdays from 4PM to 7 PM.  

mailto:Jbart10@roadrunner.com
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January 

4ðJeni Berecek 

8ðCraig Deubner 

17ðBeryl Chandler 

19ðEd Sellers 

         Sandy Cole 

28ðRay Cox  

30ðChris Swartz 

Celebrations!  

We wish a very Happy Birthday to:  

Godôs Blessing on January's Wedding 
Anniversaries:  
 * Italics  indicates celebrating more than 30 years 

 
1/3/1998ðFloyd & Sue Weddell 

 

    

Christ the King Celebrations  Kingõs Krier 
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 2012 CHURCH 

CALENDAR 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10:00 am Worship 

(only one service) 

2 

Office Closed 

6:00 pm Girl Scouts 

3 

7:00 pm      

Stewardship 

7:30 pm AA 

4 

9:00 am Tops 

7:00 pm Seekers 

5 

1:00 pm          

Congregational 

Care Team 

7:00 pm Choir 

7:30 AA 

6 

Noon AA 

7 

8 Baptism of Our Lord 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:45 am Worship 

4:00 pm Spirit Grp 

6:00 pm Girl 

Scouts 

9 

1:00 pm WELCA 

7:00 pm Property 

10 

7:00 pm      

Pathways of 

Hope  

7:30 pm AA 

11 

9:00 am Tops 

12 

7:00 pm Choir 

7:30 AA 

13 

Annual Report 

Deadline 

Noon AA 

14 

8:30 am Menôs 

Bible Study 

10:00 am 

Blankies for 

Kids 

15 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:45 am Worship 

16 

12:30 pm One 

Heart 

2:00 Joy Grp. 

7:00 pm Church 

Council Mtg. 

17 

10:00 am       

The Castle 

Lunch 

7:30 pm AA 

18 

9:00 am Tops 

7:00 pm Seekers 

6:00 pm  Girl 

Scouts 

19 

9:00 am Menôs 

Fellowship 

7:00 pm Choir 

7:30 AA 

20 

Noon AA 

Krier Deadline 

21 

22 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:45 am Worship 

23 

7:00 pm Worship & 

Music Mtg. 

24 

7:00 pm      

Pathways of 

Hope  

7:30 pm AA 

25 

9:00 am Tops 

26 

7:00 pm Choir 

7:30 AA 

27 

Noon AA 

28 

29 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Sunday 

School 

10:45 am Worship 

30 31 

7:30 pm AA 

    

ELCA Womenôs Winter  

Retreat in Richmond, IN  


